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Aijaz Ah m ed

On Com m unalism  and Globalization 

–  Offens ive s  of th e Far Righ t (2004)



Bangalore  Sk e ptic 

Dr K Gopalak ris h nan
Ch airm an
Institution of Engine e rs , 
Bangalore  Ch apte r

In th e  good olde n days  of 19 50s  of le s s  
opportunitie s  and m ore  pove rty, I w as  
fortunate  to h ave  ch os e n scie nce  
subje cts  and studie d AM IE and th us  
ach ie ve d th e  e xpe cte d goal of m y life . 
Am ongst all oth e rs , I still ch e ris h  th is  
qualification as  m y m ost valuable .  Th e  
curriculum  h e lpe d to tide  ove r m any a 
care e r h urdle s  in are as  as  productivity / 
Proje ct m anage m e nt. But today, w h e n I 
find fe w  in th e  Karnatak a Ch apte r try to 
propagate  th e  unprove n conce pts  of 
am biguous  of astrology (w h ich  is  te rm e d 
e ls e w h e re  as  ps e udo scie nce , s h am  or 
bogus), a discipline  of e ntire ly diffe re nt 
bre e d, and try to propagate  it th rough  
th e  Institution platform , I fe e l utte rly 
dism aye d.  W e  h ave  alw ays  s e e n th at in 
its  s e lf profe s s e d fie ld of fore  te lling and 
w arning, it h as  NEVER be e n succe s sful. 
Only traits  w e  s e e  of th is  discipline  is  
vague ne s s  and am biguity. 



Such  e ncourage m e nt of unscie ntific 
te m pe r on th e  m e m be rs  is  against th e  
e xpe ctation of IEI ch arte r. At th is  rate , 
tom orrow  a robe d m onk  or M oulvi can 
te ach  on Proje ct de s ign and 
construction us ing praye r and h unch  as  
tools . If te ch nocrats  h ave  no confide nce  
th at e ve n in th is  s im ple  fie ld and th e y 
ne e d unscie ntific h e lp, th e n th e  Nation 
w ill ge t ruine d.

In th e  inte re st of all of us , I re que st 
Ch airm an IE (I) ch apte r to cance l 
forth w ith  th e  le cture  program  
“Fundam e ntals of astrology to im prove  
productivity”  sch e dule d on 13th   April 
2011 at 17 30 h ours .

P L Rao   
ME  F  012232 / 3  
Bangalore
13-04-2011 

Afte r asce rtaining th at th is  E M ail h ad 
re ach e d Addre s s e e  by 400 PM , I 
re porte d at th e  M e e ting ve nue  to s e e  th e  
re spons e . From  Rationalists  As sociation, 
M r Ballal re porte d. It turne d out th at th e  
Program  conve ne r is  one  M r 
Balve e e rs e na, m y e arlie r acquaintance ,

w h o apologe tically told th at as  all h ad 
arrive d, it can not be  cance le d now  and 
again th at Ch airm an w ill not atte nd, as  
bus y oth e rw is e . I distribute d copie s  of 
th is  e m ail to all th os e  pre s e nt, including 
th e  Spe ak e r and individually brie fe d 
e ach  m y grie vance , be fore  Le cture  
starte d.     

Afte r le cture  starte d, I m ove d out and 
m e t th e  Ch airm an in th e  H all. W h e n 
e xplaine d, h e  e xpre s s e d full agre e m e nt 
w ith  m y vie w , th at h e  h im s e lf is  a 
follow e r of EVR from  South  TN. Th is  
program m e  h ad got fixe d up at low e r 
le vel w ith out s e rious  application of 
m ind. Th e n M r. Se na also joine d us  and 
in pre s e nce  of CM  e xplaine d th at as  th e  
is s ue  of th e  day is  past, h e re afte r th e y 
w ill be  care ful and th at I m ay not pursue  
th is  is s ue  furth e r. 

M r. Gopal k rias h na propos e d th at w e  
m ay put forth  our vie w s  in th e  sam e  
platform  as  anoth e r le cture . But as  I find 
little  audie nce , I w as  not e ncourage d to 
agre e  to th is .  

Albert Einste in
Quoted by Rich ard Daw k ins
 (Th e God Delus ion –  2006)
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Victor H ugo 
Quote d by R ich ard Daw k ins
 (Th e  God Delus ion –  2006)



'Six Im pos s ible Th ings Before 
Break fast'

Th e  Evolutionary Origins  of Belie f 

Th rough  th e  Look ing Glas s







'Wolpe rt’s  book  is  a 
pow e rful argum e nt for th e  s upe riority of scie nce  ove r oth e r 
be lie f s yste m s . Th e  gre at advantage  of scie nce  is  th at its  
th e orie s  are  ch e ck e d against obs e rvable  re ality, and are  

droppe d or ch ange d if th e y don’t fit. W h e n re ligions  ch ange , 
th e y te nd to do so unde r pre s s ure  from  scie nce  ... .... Of 
cours e , scie ntists  are  ofte n as  stubborn in th e ir be lie fs  as  
anyone  e ls e , but e ve ntually fals e  be lie fs  m ust give  w ay.'



Six Im pos s ible Th ings Before Break fast
 - Th e  Evolutionary Origin of Belie f

Lew is W olpert
Faber and Faber Lim ited (2006)
pp 243

Prabh ak ar Nanaw aty
Th ough t &  Action

Em ail:   pk n.ans@ gm ail.com
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Carl Sagan
Th e Dem on-H aunted World (19 9 6)





Th e  Fine  Art of Balone y De te ction

Th e  De m onh aunte d World: 
Scie nce  as  a Candle  in th e  Dark






